
 

COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, May 6, 2024 

5:30 P.M. – Closed Session 

6:30 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Columbus 

County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose 

of conducting the Regular Session, it being the first Monday. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager 

Giles E. Byrd, Vice Chairman Amanda B. Prince, Attorney 

Lavern Coleman, Jana Nealey, Clerk to the Board 

Scott Floyd  

Barbara Featherson  

Brent Watts   

Chris Smith   

 

Agenda Item #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER:  

 

 At 5:30 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Monday, May 6, 2024 Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order. 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-

318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE, N.C.G.S § 143-318.11(A)(4) ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT, and N.C.G.S. § 143-3183.11 (A) (6) PERSONNEL: 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into Closed Session. seconded 

by Commissioner Featherson. The Motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #2: CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S §143-318.11(A)(3) ATTONEY 

–CLIENT PRIVILEGE, N.C.G.S § 143-318.11(A)(4) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, and N.C.G.S. § 143-

3183.11 (A) (6) PERSONNEL: 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION and enter into REGULAR SESSION: 

 

MOTION: 

 At 6:15 P.M., Commissioner Floyd made a motion to recess Closed Session and enter into regular session, 

seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

GENERAL ACCOUNT: 

 

Attorney Amanda Prince gave the general account as follows: 

 

The board discussed 1 matter of Economic Development and 5 matters of Attorney-Client Privilege. No actions 

were taken. 

 

 



 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner _____ made a motion to approve the General Account, seconded by Commissioner ___. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Items # 3 and #4:  INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

 The invocation was delivered by Commissioner Watts.  Everyone in attendance stood and pledged 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Community Commissioner Featherson. 

 

 

Agenda Item# 5: APPROVAL of AGENDA  

 

MOTION: 

 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve; seconded by Commissioner Floyd.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item# 6: BOARD MINUTES APPROVAL: 

 

A. March 19, 2024 – School Budget Presentations 

B. March 21, 2024 – County Budget Retreat 

 

THE FULL POWERPOINT PRESENTATION IS HOUSED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the School Budget Presentations and County Budget 

Retreat Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Watts.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #7: PUBLIC INPUT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Agenda Item #8:PROCLAMATION- EAST COLUMBUS LADY GATORS BASKETBALL TEAM- 

RUNNER-UP in the WOMEN’S STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP in WINSTON-SALEM: 

The Governing Body requested the adoption of the proclamation recognizing East Columbus Lady Gators 

Basketball Team as the runner-up in the Women’s State Basketball Championship. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve; seconded by Commissioner Coleman.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #9: PROCLAMATION- CHILD CARE PROVIDER APPRECIATION DAY MAY 10TH, 

2024: 

Selena Rowell from the Columbus County Partnership for Children requested adoption of the 

proclamation for May 10th, 2024 as Child Care Appreciation Day. 

  

MOTION:  

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve; seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

  
 

 
 
WHEREAS, Child Care Aware® of America, the Columbus County Partnership for Children (Smart Start) and 

other organizations nationwide are recognizing Child Care Providers on this day; and     

 

WHEREAS, child care has provided a safe, nurturing place for the enrichment and development of millions of 

children nationwide and is a vital force in our economy; and   

Child Care Provider Appreciation Day 

May 10th, 2024 

 



 
 

WHEREAS, the pandemic illuminated how indispensable child care providers are for the well-being and 

economic security of Columbus County, young children, families, and communities; and     

 

WHEREAS, child care programs, which are mostly small businesses, run and staffed predominantly by women, 

continue to recover from the health and financial hardships stemming from the pandemic to meet the needs of 

more families; and   

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina and the Smart Start network recognizes that child care has been and continues to be 

a lifeline for families, communities, and the economy. As such, it has provided much-needed support to providers 

to help sustain the viability of child care by funding wage supplements, subsidized child care, and providing quality 

enhancement support; and  

 

WHEREAS, the future depends on the quality of the early childhood experiences provided to young children 

today; support for high-quality child care represents a worthy commitment to our children’s future; and  

 

Now, therefore, We, the Columbus County Board of Commissioners, hereby proclaim May 10, 2024, as Provider 

Appreciation Day and urge all citizens to recognize child care providers for their important work, and how 

valuable they are for our communities. 

 
APPROVED and ADOPTED this the 6

th

 day of May, 2024. 

Columbus County Commissioners 

Agenda Item #10: ADMINISTRATION- EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT: 

 County Manager Eddie Madden recognized Margaret Leanne Boren from the Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #11: PRESENTATION – REGIONAL DIRECTOR/OFFICE MANAGER YVONNE 

NORRIS from the NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT of INSURANCE PRESENTED THEIR 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE to the COUNTY: 

 

 Regional Director/Office Manager Yvonne Norris was not present 

 

Agenda Item #12: PRESENTATION – TRILLIUM ANNUAL UPDATE: 

 

 Cecilia Peers gave Trillium’s annual update. 

 

THE FULL POWERPOINT PRESENTATION IS HOUSED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE 

 



 

 

Agenda Item #13: ADMINISTRATION – FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 PROPOSED BUDGET 

PRESENTATION ACCEPTANCE and REQUEST for PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

 County Manager Eddie Madden is requested acceptance of the FY 24-25 Proposed Budget Presentation 

and approval of the FY 24-25 Budget Public Hearing for Monday, June 3rd, 2024, at 6:30 P.M., or as soon as can 

be heard.  

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve; seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

THE FULL PROPOSED BUDGET IS HOUSED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE 

 

Agenda Item #14: COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD of ELECTIONS – APPROVAL of REQUEST for 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING and BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR 2024 SECOND PRIMARY ELECTION: 

 

 Board of Elections Director Ashely Collins requested approval of additional funds and the associated 

budget amendment for the Second Primary Election on May 14, 2024, in the amount of $49,437. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve and seconded by Commissioner Byrd.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Agenda Items #15: NC DEPARTMENT of TRANSPORTATION – APPROVAL OF SUPPORT for a 

PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT at the COLUMBUS COUNTY COURTHOUSE: 

 

 District Engineer Kenneth Clark requested approval of a resolution of support for a pedestrian 

improvement project at the Columbus County Courthouse.   

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve; seconded by Commissioner Watts.  The motion 

unanimously passed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item # 16: HEALTH SERVICE – APPROVAL of the AMENDED CONTRACT for OB/GYN 

SERVICE from WOMEN’S ADVANCED HEALTH & WELLNESS: 

 Health Services Director Kim Smith requested approval of the amended contract for OB/GYN services 

from Baldwin Woods OB/GYN which is now Women’s Advanced Health & Wellness OB/GYN. 

 

 

 



 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Floyd.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

FIRST AMENDMENT  

TO AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN 

COUNTY OF COLUMBUS 

AND 

CAROLINAS PHYSICIANS NETWORK, INC. 

 

This First Amendment to the Agreement (this “Amendment”) is dated April 1, 2024 (“Effective Date”), and is by 

and between COUNTY OF COLUBMUS (“County”), and CAROLINAS PHYSICIANS NETWORK, INC. (the 

“CPN”).  This Amendment amends the Agreement, dated effective April 1, 2023, by and between County and CPN (the 

“Agreement”).   

 

Client and Atrium entered in the Agreement, pursuant to which CPN provides certain medical services to County.  

The parties now desire to amend the Agreement as set forth herein.  All capitalized terms used and not otherwise defined 

in this Amendment have the meanings assigned to them in the Agreement.   

 The parties agree as follows:  

1. Amendment of Agreement.  As of the Effective Date, the Agreement is hereby amended as follows:  
 

(a) Extension of Term. The parties agree to extend the term of the Agreement for one additional one-year 
period, commencing April 1, 2024 and expiring March 31, 2025.  The parties may agree to further extend 
the Agreement by way of additional amendments to the Agreement signed by authorized representatives 
of the parties. 
 

 2. Miscellaneous. 

(a) Severability.  If any portion of this Amendment is held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, then this 
Amendment is to be construed as if the invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision had never been contained in this 
Amendment. 

(b) Counterparts.  This Amendment may be executed in counterparts, each of which is an original and all of 
which together are deemed one and the same instrument. 

(c) Drafting Conventions.  This Amendment is to be construed according to the following principles: (a) the 
captions of the sections in this Amendment are provided for convenience only and do not affect its meaning; (b) the words 
“party” and “parties” refer only to a named party to this Amendment; (c) the word “includes” and its syntactic variants 
mean “includes, but is not limited to” and corresponding syntactic variant expressions; and (d) unless specified otherwise, 
any reference to a statute or regulation means that statute or regulation as amended or supplemented from time to time 
and any corresponding provisions of successor statutes or regulations. 

(d) Governing Law.  The internal laws and judicial decisions of the State of North Carolina govern all matters 
arising out of this Amendment. 

 
 

 



 

Agenda Item # 17: SOLID WASTE- APPROVAL to PURCHASE T64 T4 BOBCAT COMPACT 

TRACK LOADER: 

 Utilities/Solid Waste Director Harold Nobles requested approval to purchase the Compact Track Loader 

for required maintenance of the Columbus County Landfill.  The total cost of the equipment is $68,390.72 and 

was pre-budgeted for FY 23-24. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Byrd.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Agenda Item # 18: ADMINISTRATION – APPROVAL of the MEMORANDUM of 

UNDERSTANDING (MOU) with ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF COURTS (AOC) for a FIRST-

APPEARANCE CAMERA SYSTEM: 

 County Manager Eddie Madden requested approval of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

Administrative Courts (AOC) for a First-Appearance Camera System from CRAVE Camera Systems in the 

amount of $100,000. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve and seconded by Commissioner Watts.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Agenda Item # 19: FINANCE – APPROVAL of the FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023 AUDIT CONTRACTS 

WITH MAULDIN & JENKINS: 

Finance Director Lacie Jacobs requested approval of the FY 22-23 audit contracts with Mauldin & Jenkins. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the contract and seconded by Commissioner Floyd.  The 

motion unanimously passed. 

                          
 

 
 

 

 



 

Agenda Item # 20: FINANCE – APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENTS AND PROJECT 

ORDINANCE: 

Finance Director Lacie Jacobs requested approval of the following budget amendments and project 

ordinance: 

a. TRDF – Airport Project Ordinance  

b. Veterans Park – Special Appropriation  

c. Sheriff’s Office – Insurance Proceeds  

d. Central Garage  

e. Aging – Congregate Meals  

MOTION: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve a, b, c, d & e and seconded by Commissioner Floyd.  The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Agenda Item # 21: SHERIFF’S OFFICE – APPROVAL of the QUOTES from TEK84 for a BODY 

SCANNER and SOUTHWESTERN CAMERAS (SWC) for a CAMERA SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM for 

DETENTION CENTER IMPROVEMENTS: 

 Detention Center Captain Robert Creech is requested approval of the quote from Tek84 to purchase a full-

body scanner and the quote from Southwestern Cameras (SWC) for cameras, surveillance system and controls for 

Detention Center Improvements.  This will be paid for from the Department of Public Safety Detention Center Grant.  

 

 MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve; seconded by Commissioner Featherson.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICT 

I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING 

 

At 7:30 P.M. a Motion was made by Commissioner Byrd and seconded by Commissioner Floyd to recess 

regular session and enter into Columbus County Water and Sewer District I, II, III, IV and V. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 22: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL to TRANSFER WELL SITE 

OWNERSHIP and EDA GRANT RECIPIENT to WATER and SEWER DISTRICT IV: 

 

 Attorney Amanda Prince requested approval to transfer well site ownership and EDA Grant recipient to 

Water and Sewer District IV.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICT I, 

II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve; seconded by Commissioner Floyd.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 23: COMMENTS: 

 

 A. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner Watts commented: 

 He congratulated East Columbus High School’s Basketball team on doing a great job! It’s a good thing 

when our local schools go that far. 

   

Commissioner Coleman commented: 

 He congratulated East Columbus High School’s Basketball doing on doing a great job! He is very 

proud of East Columbus High School’s coaching staff. 

 He thanked the county employees that has been working late night hours. He really appreciates their 

hard work. 



 

 

Commissioner Byrd commented: 

 He stated East Columbus Gators have done an outstanding job representing the County. 

 He heard on the news that $400,000,000, was spent in New York City to protect places of worship the 

Lord. That is ridiculous that we have to do that. 

 He stated that he has received some calls requesting that the Commissioners reach out to the 

Legislators requesting for Grandparents rights to visit their grandchildren. He asked Mr. Madden to 

set up a meeting to talk with Representative Jones about it. Mr. Madden stated they are in session right 

now, but he will reach out to him. 

Commissioner Smith commented: 

 He congratulated East Columbus High School’s Basketball.  That was his old stomping grounds. They 

remind him of NCSU. 

 He asked when is the Fallen Officers Ceremony to be held?  Mr. Madden stated Friday, May 17th.  

 

Commissioner Feather commented: 

 No comment 

 

Commissioner Featherson commented: 

 She requested prayers for the families of the fallen officers in Charlotte. 

 She is grateful to Trillium and Ms. Peers’ presentation tonight. There are a lot of mental folks going 

through things. We never know what t 

 She is grateful for our EMS department & law enforcement in the County for being there when we 

need them.   

 She met with a local church that had some questions, and she called the county office and Nick West 

and David Ransom came to the meeting and answered their questions. We have very competent people 

in the county. 

 She has been asked if there is anything good coming out of Columbus County. Yes, Mrs. Jacqueline 

Roseboro has just been induced into the 4-H Hall of Fame. She was previously the manager at 

Columbus County Cooperative Extension Office. 

 There are a lot of good coming out of Columbus County 

 Commissioner Byrd stated he would like to have Mrs. Roseboro recognized at the next meeting. 

 

Commissioner Bullard commented: 

 He appreciates everything everyone is doing.   

 There are a lot of good things going on in the County.  

 He has been honored and blessed to serve as a commissioner. 

 They have made a lot of improvements working together. 

 He asked that you keep the county, each commissioner by name, county manager, sheriff office and 

the citizens in your prayers. 

 No tax increase.  We looked out for our tax payers this year. That is everyone of the board member’s 

priorities, no tax increase.   

 Happy Mother’s Day 

 

 B.  COUNTY MANAGER 

County Manager Eddie Madden commented: 

 He stated there will be a 3% COLA in the FY 24-25 budget. Thanks to the efforts of Lacie Jacobs, 

Heather Woody and all the Department Mangers, it would not have been possible without them. 



 

 Earlier today you approved a $11.7 million grant agreement for the airport. In addition to that, you 

had previously approved $6 million airport improvements grant, and $2.85 million for airport apron 

expansion. We are approaching almost $20 million for the Columbus County Municipal Airport, that 

is being considered for the Columbus County Airport. 

 Congratulations to Tess Norris for graduating from UNCG on Saturday, and to Reid Singletary for 

graduating from Southeastern Community College Fire Academy this past weekend.  We have some 

terrific people working for us and I’m very proud of them. 

 This coming Friday is SCC’s graduation ceremony. Please mark your calendars for that. I will not be 

able to attend.  I had a previous meeting scheduled with our bond counsel at 10:00 a.m.   

 Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers. 

 

 

Agenda Item #24 ADJOURNMENT: 

 

MOTION: 

At 7:43 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Featherson.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

________________________________    _______________________________ 

JANA NEALY, Clerk to the Board     RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appointments/Re-Appointments: 

 

 Staff is requesting appointments, re-appointments or replacements to the following boards, committees, 

and councils. 

 

  

COMMITTEE ZONE/

EB 

PERSON(S) EXP. DATE 

Tourism Development 

Authority (TDA) 
VI Chandler Worley 12/2022 

Lower Cape Fear Water & 

Sewer 
EB 

EB 

Al Leonard 

Chris Smith 

1/2/2023 

1/2/2023 

 
MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Bullard made a motion to re-appointed Chandler Worley to serve on Tourism Development 

Authority. Commissioner Byrd a motion to re-appoint Al Leonard and Chris Smith to serve on Lower Cape Fear 

Water & Sewer, and seconded made by Commissioner McDowell.  The motions unanimously passed. 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER AND SEWER 

DISTRICT I, II, II, IV AND V BOARD MEETING 

 

 At 8:03 P.M., Commissioner McMillian made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into a 

combination meeting of County Water and Sewer District I, II, III, IV, and V Board Meeting, second by 

Commissioner Coleman.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #25: Water and Sewer District’s I, II, III, IV and V – Approval of the September 19, 2022 

meeting minutes. 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 19, 2022 

7:25 P.M. 



 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting as the Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District I Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Giles E. Byrd       Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney  

Lavern Coleman      Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director  

Brent Watts     

        APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED):  LaToya Williams, Clerk to Board 

Chris Smith 

Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

 At 7:25 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District I Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item #21: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I – APPROVAL of 

MINUTES: 

 

A. August 1, 2022 

B. August 15, 2022 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 7:28 P.M., Commissioner Coleman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________      _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board      RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 19, 2022 

7:25 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting as the Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District II Board. 



 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Giles E. Byrd       Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney  

Lavern Coleman      Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director  

Brent Watts     

        APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED):  LaToya Williams, Clerk to Board 

Chris Smith 

Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

 At 7:25 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District II Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item # 21: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS II – APPROVAL of 

MINUTES: 
 

A. August 1, 2022 

B. August 15, 2022 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Add-on Item #22a: RESOLUTION for APPLICATION for WATER TANK and THREE 

WELLS: 
 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval. 

 

 

RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF APPLICANT 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District II has need for and intends to construct, plan for, or conduct 

a study in a project described as preconstruction planning of water system expansion including 

environmental, cost estimates, hydraulic analysis, and engineering design for a project to meet 

projected residential demand in Water District II, and 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District II intends to request State loan and/or grant assistance for 

the project, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY 

OF COLUMBUS: 

That Columbus County Water District II, the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the 

project, if approved for a State loan and/or grant award. 

That the Applicant will provide for efficient operation and maintenance of the project on completion of 

construction thereof. 



 

That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a schedule of fees and 

charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds for proper operation, maintenance, and 

administration of the system and the repayment of all principal and interest on the debt. 

That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a provision authorizing the 

State Treasurer, upon failure of the County of Columbus to make a scheduled repayment of the loan, to withhold 

from the County of Columbus any State funds that would otherwise be distributed to the local government unit 

in an amount sufficient to pay all sums then due and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan. 

That Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager, the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby 

authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the State of North Carolina for a 

loan and/or grant to aid in the study of or construction of the project described above. 

That the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such 

information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project:  to 

make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection 

with the application. 

That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, 

rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining 

thereto. 

Adopted this the 19th day of September 2022 at Whiteville, North Carolina 

        
Ricky Bullard 
 
 
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners   

 

 

(a) CERTIFICATION BY RECORDING OFFICER 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners of the County of 

Columbus does hereby certify:  That the above/attached resolution is a true and correct copy of the resolution 

authorizing the filing of an application with the State of North Carolina, as regularly adopted at a legally 

convened meeting of the Columbus County Board of Commissioners duly held on the 19th day of September 

2022;  and, further, that such resolution has been fully recorded in the journal of proceedings and records in my 

office.  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of September, 2022. 

 
       
LaToya Williams 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners  



 

 

RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF APPLICANT 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District II has need for and intends to construct, plan for, or conduct 

a study in a project described as Phase I system expansion to include construction of a 500,000 

gallon elevated water storage tank and three new wells, and 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District II intends to request State loan and/or grant assistance for 

the project, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY 

OF COLUMBUS: 

That Columbus County Water District II, the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the 

project, if approved for a State loan and/or grant award. 

That the Applicant will provide for efficient operation and maintenance of the project on completion of 

construction thereof. 

That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a schedule of fees and 

charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds for proper operation, maintenance, and 

administration of the system and the repayment of all principal and interest on the debt. 

That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a provision authorizing the 

State Treasurer, upon failure of the County of Columbus to make a scheduled repayment of the loan, to withhold 

from the County of Columbus any State funds that would otherwise be distributed to the local government unit 

in an amount sufficient to pay all sums then due and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan. 

That Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager, the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby 

authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the State of North Carolina for a 

loan and/or grant to aid in the study of or construction of the project described above. 

That the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such 

information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project:  to 

make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection 

with the application. 

That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, 

rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining 

thereto. 

Adopted this the 19th day of September 2022 at Whiteville, North Carolina 

 

        
Ricky Bullard 
 
 
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners   

 

CERTIFICATION BY RECORDING OFFICER 



 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners of the County of 

Columbus does hereby certify:  That the above/attached resolution is a true and correct copy of the resolution 

authorizing the filing of an application with the State of North Carolina, as regularly adopted at a legally 

convened meeting of the Columbus County Board of Commissioners duly held on the 19th day of September 

2022;  and, further, that such resolution has been fully recorded in the journal of proceedings and records in my 

office.  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of September, 2022. 

 
     _____ 
LaToya Williams 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners 
 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the resolutions, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Add-on Item #22b: APPROVAL of APPLICATION for GRANT FUND WATERLINE 

REPLACEMENT: 

 

RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF APPLICANT 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District II has need for and intends to construct, plan for, or conduct 

a study in a project described as rehabilitation and replacement of approximately 2 miles of 4-inch 

waterline, and 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District II intends to request State loan and/or grant assistance for 

the project, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY 

OF COLUMBUS: 

That Columbus County Water District II, the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the 

project, if approved for a State loan and/or grant award. 

That the Applicant will provide for efficient operation and maintenance of the project on completion of 

construction thereof. 

That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a schedule of fees and 

charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds for proper operation, maintenance, and 

administration of the system and the repayment of all principal and interest on the debt. 

That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a provision authorizing the 

State Treasurer, upon failure of the County of Columbus to make a scheduled repayment of the loan, to withhold 

from the County of Columbus any State funds that would otherwise be distributed to the local government unit 

in an amount sufficient to pay all sums then due and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan. 



 

That Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager, the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby 

authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the State of North Carolina for a 

loan and/or grant to aid in the study of or construction of the project described above. 

That the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such 

information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project:  to 

make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection 

with the application. 

That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, 

rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining 

thereto. 

Adopted this the 19th day of September 2022 at Whiteville, North Carolina 

        
Ricky Bullard 
 
 
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners   

(a) CERTIFICATION BY RECORDING OFFICER 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners of the County of 

Columbus does hereby certify:  That the above/attached resolution is a true and correct copy of the resolution 

authorizing the filing of an application with the State of North Carolina, as regularly adopted at a legally 

convened meeting of the Columbus County Board of Commissioners duly held on the 19th day of September 

2022;  and, further, that such resolution has been fully recorded in the journal of proceedings and records in my 

office.  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of September, 2022. 

 
       
LaToya Williams 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners  
 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Add-on Item #22c: APPROVAL of APPLICATION for PLANNING GRANTS: 

 

MOTION: 
 Commissioner Byrd made a motion approve the application, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 8:28 P.M., Commissioner Coleman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 



 

 

 

 

________________________________________      _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board    RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 19, 2022 

7:25 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting as the Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District III Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Giles E. Byrd       Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney  

Lavern Coleman      Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director  

Brent Watts 

 

   

        APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED):  LaToya Williams, Clerk to Board 

Chris Smith 

Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

 At 7:25 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District III Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item # 21: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS III – APPROVAL of 

MINUTES: 

 

A. August 1, 2022 

B. August 15, 2022 

C. August 29, 2022 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 7:28 P.M., Commissioner Coleman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 



 

________________________________________               _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board    RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 19, 2022 

7:25 P.M. 

 

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting as the Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District IV Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Giles E. Byrd       Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney  

Lavern Coleman      Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director  

Brent Watts     

        APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED):  LaToya Williams, Clerk to Board 

Chris Smith 

Charles T. McDowell  

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

At 7:25 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District IV Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item # 21: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS IV – APPROVAL of 

MINUTES: 

 

A. August 1, 2022 

B. August 15, 2022 

C. August 29, 2022 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 22: WATER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL of RESOLUTION for GRANT 

APPLICATION to UPFIT RIEGELWOOD SANITARY DISTRICT LINES: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval. 

 

RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF APPLICANT 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District IV has need for and intends to construct, plan for, or conduct 

a study in a project described as replacement of water mains, valves, hydrants, blow offs, and water 

services in excess 40 years old, and 



 

WHEREAS, The Columbus County Water District IV intends to request State loan and/or grant assistance for 

the project, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY 

OF COLUMBUS: 

That Columbus County Water District IV, the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the 

project, if approved for a State loan and/or grant award. 

That the Applicant will provide for efficient operation and maintenance of the project on completion of 

construction thereof. 

That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a schedule of fees and 

charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds for proper operation, maintenance, and 

administration of the system and the repayment of all principal and interest on the debt. 

That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a provision authorizing the 

State Treasurer, upon failure of the County of Columbus to make a scheduled repayment of the loan, to withhold 

from the County of Columbus any State funds that would otherwise be distributed to the local government unit 

in an amount sufficient to pay all sums then due and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan. 

That Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager, the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby 

authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the State of North Carolina for a 

loan and/or grant to aid in the study of or construction of the project described above. 

That the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such 

information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project:  to 

make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection 

with the application. 

That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, 

rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining 

thereto. 

Adopted this the 19th day of September 2022 at Whiteville, North Carolina 

        
Ricky Bullard 
 
 
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners   

 

(a) CERTIFICATION BY RECORDING OFFICER 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners of the County of 

Columbus does hereby certify:  That the above/attached resolution is a true and correct copy of the resolution 

authorizing the filing of an application with the State of North Carolina, as regularly adopted at a legally 

convened meeting of the Columbus County Board of Commissioners duly held on the 19th day of September 

2022;  and, further, that such resolution has been fully recorded in the journal of proceedings and records in my 

office.  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of September, 2022. 



 
 
       
LaToya Williams 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners  
 
MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 7:28 P.M., Commissioner Coleman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________________    _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board    RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 19, 2022 

7:25 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting as the Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District V Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney 

Chris Smith       Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director  

Giles E. Byrd        

Lavern Coleman      APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED):  

Brent Watts       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Charles T. McDowell      LaToya Williams, Clerk to the Board 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

 At 7:25 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District V Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item # 21: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS V – APPROVAL of 

MINUTES: 

 

A. August 1, 2022 

B. August 15, 2022 

 

MOTION: 



 

 Vice Chairman made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 7:28 P.M., Commissioner Coleman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________    _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board    RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner McMillian made a motion to approve Water & Sewer Minutes for September 19, 2022, for 

WD’s I, II, III, IV and V, and seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

Agenda Item #26: Water and Sewer District IV – Approval of Resolution to Transfer Sewer Lift Stations 

at International Logistics Park to Brunswick County Utilities: 

 

 Dr. Gary Lanier is requesting Approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the Resolution to Transfer Sewer Lift Stations at 

International Logistic Park to Brunswick County Utilities, seconded by Commissioner McMillian.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

Agenda Item #27: Water and Sewer District IV:   Approval of Preliminary Engineering Report to Rehab 

the Unused Acme Water Treatment Plant (WWTP):  

 

 Dr. Gary Lanier is requesting Approval. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Commissioner McMillian.  The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #28: Water and Sewer District IV:   Approval of Option to Purchase Property for Well 

Site for EDA Grant Project: 



 

 

 Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles is requesting approval. 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the Option to Purchase Property, seconded by 

Commissioner Byrd.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #29: Water and Sewer District IV:   Approval of Task Order No. 6 for Green 

Engineering for Engineering Services for the EDA Project: 

 

 Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles is requesting for approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner McMillian made a motion to approve the Option to Purchase Property, seconded by 

Commissioner Watts.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTIRICTS 

I, II, III, IV, and V BOARD MEETING: 

 

At 7:35 P.M., Commissioner McDowell made a motion to adjourn the combination meeting of Columbus County 

Water and Sewer District I, II, III, IV and V Board Meeting, Second by McMillian.  The motion unanimously 

passed. 

 

Agenda Item #30:  COMMENTS: 

 

 Chairman Bullard opened the floor for comments.  The following spoke: 



 

 

A.  Board of Commissioners: 

 

1. Commissioner Watts stated the following:   

Congratulated Vice-Chairman McMillian and Commissioner McDowell.  It’s been a 

pleasure to work with you.  Thank you Commissioner McDowell on your advice when 

I first came into office.  We will miss you! 

2. Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

It’s been a pleasure work with you. Commissioner McMillian I told you that we are 

supposed to have seven different opinions, but I assured you our differences would not 

carry over from one item to the next.  I have tried to do that even though we disagree a 

lot we moved on to the next one and didn’t hold over anything. Charles you will get 

back on time to eat your supper. Thank you for your championship and working 

together on the board. 

3. Commissioner Coleman stated the following: 

Charles and Jerome, it’s been a pleasure and I’ve appreciate the opportunity to work 

with you!  He also encouraged the employees and citizens to enjoy their holidays and 

be thankful for what we got. He also thanked the employees for their work with the 

County. 

4. Commissioner Smith stated the following: 

He thanked Jerome and Charles and told them he had learned a lot from them. 

He thanked Ms. Jacobs for taking the position has Finance Director. 

He thanked County Administration staff for outpouring love and support for the recent 

loss of my wife. 

5. Commissioner McDowell stated the following: 

Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks for what you have.  Sometimes you don’t realize 

what you have until you lose it.  Mr. Smith and I have that in common, as my wife 

passed away two months after I was sworn in. Cherish your family and make time for 

one another and always communicate with one another. Tell them you love and how 

much they mean to you. He thanked the Columbus County Board of Education for 

nominating the Board of Commissioners for an award and allowing them to go to 

Greensboro and accept this award they nominated us for. I do appreciate that!  He 

thanked everyone for his 12 years as County Commissioner. He thanked Gail Edwards 

for always being his steady and he knew he could always count on her. 

6. Commissioner McMillian stated the following: 

He thanked everyone and wished them a happy and safe holiday. 

7. Commissioner Bullard stated the following: 

He thanked Commissioner McMillian and Commissioner McDowell and said words 

cannot express how much he thought of these two men. You have done a good job and 

have been dedicated to the position. You stood up for what you thought was right. I 

respect a man that can stand on his own two feet for what is right and still be friends 

and not let that divide us.  He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and tell your 

family you love them and be safe.  He thanked Gail Edwards for always helping out. 

Commissioner Bullard presented the Award for being nominated for the 

Commissioners of the Year through the North Carolina School Board Association to 

County Manager Eddie Madden and the Commissioners. It was a privilege to bring this 

back to Columbus County.  He welcomed Lacie Jacobs to the team. 

 

B. County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 



 

 Mr. Madden stated what an honor and privilege it was to work along beside Mr. 

McMillian and Mr. McDowell. Two Statesmen, honorable, committed and dedicated 

to seeing the organization and County move forward.  It has been my privilege to have 

served as your manager during this short period of time. It has been an honor and 

privilege and I appreciate both of you very much!  We are here for you and I know you 

will be here for us if we call on you. Thank you for much! 

 We were able to open bids on November 17th for the Historic Courthouse.  Three bids 

in total were received. All three were over budget. Our architect is reviewing the bid 

tabulation. Steering away from value engineering. Because we already have a 

diminishing project as it is. We do plan on making a recommendation to the Board as 

early as December 5th to award that contract.  

 Mr. Madden reiterated on the recognition the Board of Commissioners received from 

the North Carolina School Board Association. One award is giving out of 100 Counties 

and Columbus County received it.  It is a tremendous honor.  

 Mr. Madden acknowledged Gail Edwards and the Veterans’ Committee for their good 

works on the first ever Veterans’ Day Parade Downtown Whiteville.  It was 

outstanding! It was a welcome opportunity to recognize our Veterans.  

 The Swearing-In Ceremony for the incoming Board Members will be held December 

5th, at 5:00 P.M. at the Historic Courthouse. 

 He announced the Clerk to the Board’s position is vacant and that position is posted on 

the County’s website. 

 Commissioner Coleman and Commissioner Elect Barbara Featherson attended the 

North Carolina Legislative Goal Conference in Raleigh. That happens every two years 

and I appreciate them taking time out of their busy schedule to attend the conference. 

 Everyone have a safe and happy holiday and be sure to spend time with your families, 

and our extend work family. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 We attended the Ribbon Cutting today for the New Duke Energy Substation in 

Downtown Whiteville.  

 

Agenda Item #31 ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 8:53P.M. Commissioner McMillian made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner McDowell.  

The motion unanimously passed.   These minutes were typed by Natalie Carroll, Special Projects Coordinator. 

 

 

__________________________________________  ___________________________________ 

NATALIE CARROLL, Special Projects Coordinator  RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


