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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, June 26, 2023 

5:00 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Columbus 

County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose 

of conducting a Regular Session.  

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager 

Lavern Coleman, Vice Chairman Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Giles E. Byrd Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Deputy Clerk 

Scott Floyd Jana Nealey, Clerk to the Board 

Barbara Featherson  

Brent Watts  APPOINTEES ABSENT: 
Chris Smith   

 

Agenda Item #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER:  

 

At 5:00 P.M., Chairman Bullard call the regular session meeting to order.  

 

Regular Session begins at 5:00 P.M. 

 

Agenda Items # 2 and #3:  INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

The invocation was delivered by Commissioner Watts.   Everyone in attendance stood and pledged 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Featherson. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

At 5:05 P.M., Chairman Bullard opened the floor for the following public hearings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item# 4: APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

5:00 PM - Public Hearing – Regarding the text amendment to modify the definition of 

a Multi-Family Dwelling Unit within the Columbus County Code of Ordinances.   



260 

 

Agenda Item #5: PUBLIC INPUT:  

 

 

Andy Hinson commented: 

 

 

Evelynn Youngerman commented: 

  

Agenda Item #6:  PLANNING BOARD – APPROVAL of the SECOND READING & TEXT 

AMENDMENT to MODIFY the DEFINITION of a MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING: 

 

 County Manager Eddie Madden requested approval of the second reading of the text amendment to 

modify the definition of a Multi-Family Dwelling Unit within the Columbus County Code of Ordinances. The 

text amendment will change the definition of multi-family dwellings to include duplex units. The first reading 

of the amendment was at the June 5th meeting.  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

ORDINANCE NO.    

TO AMEND THE COLUMBUS COUNTY LAND USE REGULATIONS ORDINANCE, 

CHAPTER 10, ARTICLE 8 – GENERAL USE DISTRICT ZONING AREA REGULATIONS, 

SECTION 2, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION OF 

MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING UNITS FROM “THREE OR MORE HOMES ON A SINGLE 

PARCEL OR ARE CONSTRUCTED WITHIN A SINGLE BUILDING”, TO “TWO OR 

MORE HOMES ON A SINGLE PARCEL OR ARE CONSTRUCTED WITHIN A SINGLE 

BUILDING”. 

WHEREAS the Board of Commissioners wishes to amend the Columbus County Subdivision Ordinance and the Code of 

Ordinances to protect the presence of sensitive natural areas such as floodplains, wetlands, and other natural and 

cultural assets from development which would damage these resources or diminish their integrity; and, 
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WHEREAS the Board of Commissioners also wishes to amend the Columbus County Subdivision Ordinance and the Code 

of Ordinances to protect land areas that are devoted to agriculture and characterized by low-density residential 

development and, as such, preservation of the rural character of these lands, as well as the protection of valuable 

farmlands, and environmental and cultural resources, is deemed to be in the best interest of the County and its citizens; 

and, 

WHEREAS the Columbus County Board of Commissioners, in a separate motion, has considered the following 

amendment and determined that the amendment is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and reasonable; 

and 

THEREFORE, The Columbus County Land Use Regulations Ordinance, Chapter 10, Article 8 – General Use District Zoning 

Area Regulations, Section 2, of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change the definition of Multi-Family 

Housing from three or more homes on a single parcel or are constructed within a single building to two or more homes 

on a single parcel or are constructed within a single building. 

This amendment shall become effective upon adoption. Adopted this  _______day of 

________________ 2023. 

                                                                                          

Ricky Bullard, Chairman 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 

 

Agenda Item #7:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – APPROVAL of the GRANTEE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT and AGREEMENT FORM for the GOLDEN LEAF GRANT for the 

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL PARK SITE:  
County Manager Eddie Madden requested the approval of the above Golden Leaf Due Diligence Grant 

for the 43-acre Southeast Regional Park Site. 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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264 

 

  
 

 

Agenda Item #8:  AIRPORT – ESTABLISH JUST COMPENSATION:  
Airport Director Phil Edwards requested approval to establish and review just compensation in the 

amount of $87,525 for the appraisal which will allow acquisition of and clearing of trees on the 21.88 acres. 

This property is for the relocation of the Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) and maintain the 

required 1,000-foot clear zone around the AWOS. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #9:  TABOR CITY CHAMBER – REQUESTING PERMISSION to POSSESS, 

TRANSPORT, RECEIVE, DELIVER, and DISPLAY FIREWORKS at SOUTH COLUMBUS HIGH 

SCHOOL and WAIVE PERMIT FEE:  
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The Chamber of Commerce Director requested permission to possess, transport, receive, deliver and 

display fireworks and Waive Permit Fee for the 36th Annual Columbus County Fireworks Celebration to be 

held at South Columbus High School on Friday, June 30th. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 
Agenda Item #10:  SHERIFF’S OFFICE – APPROVAL of the RESOLUTION and CONTRACT for 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE MOBILE UNITS to be TRANSFERRED to COLUMBUS CHRISTIAN 

ACADEMY:  

Sheriff Bill Rogers requested approval of the resolution and contract to transfer mobile units to 

Columbus Christian Academy. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #11:  FINANCE – APPROVAL of the QUOTE for FINANCIAL SOFTWARE from 

EDMUNDS GOVTECH:  

Finance Director Lacie Jacobs requested approval of the quote for financial software from Edmunds 

GovTech effective July1st 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #12: FINANCE – APPROVAL of the 22-23 FISCAL YEAR-END RECONCILIATION, 

and PERMISSION for EDDIE MADDEN to SIGN any REMAINING YEAR-END FISCAL 

DOCUMENTS from JUNE 26TH – JUNE 30TH :  
Finance Director Lacie Jacobs requested approval of the 22-23 Fiscal Year-End Reconciliation and 

permission for Eddie Madden to sign any remaining year-end fiscal documents from June 26th – June 30th. 
 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

*THE FY 22-23 END RECONCILIATION DOCUMENTS ARE HOUSED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE* 

 

Agenda Item #13:  APPOINTMENTS / RE-APPOINTMENTS / REPLACEMENTS:  

Staff is requested appointments, re-appointments or replacements to the following boards, committees 

and councils. 

 

Legend: EB   = Entire Board 

Listed Zone #   = Individual Commissioner 

 
Zone I:  Barbara Featherson  Zone V:  Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith   Zone VI:  Ricky Bullard 

Zone III:  Giles E. Byrd   Zone VII: Scott Floyd 

Zone IV:  Lavern Coleman 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE 

EB 

PERSON(S) EXP.DATE BOARD 

ACTION 

Economic Development Commission IV J. E. Thompson, Jr. 6/30/2023 Mark Bronski 
Dis. IV apt. 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V.  

 

MOTION:  
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At 5:13 P.M. a Motion was made by Commissioner Watts and second by Commissioner Floyd to recess regular 

session and enter into Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V.  

 

*NO ACTION TAKEN or BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED in the WATER DISTRICTS AT THIS TIME* 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING OF Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV 

AND V BOARD MEETING. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #14: COMMENTS:  

  

*NO COMMENTS MADE AT THIS TIME* 

 

Agenda Item #15: ADJOURNMENT:  

 

MOTION: 

  At 5:15 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Floyd The 

motion unanimously passed.   

 

 

__________________________________________  ___________________________________ 

JANA NEALEY, Clerk to the Board  RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 


