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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023 

5:45 P.M. – Closed Session  

6:30 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Columbus 

County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose 

of conducting the Regular Session. The meeting was held on Tuesday due to Monday January 16th being Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s birthday, a recognized holiday.  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager 

Lavern Coleman, Vice Chairman Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Chris Smith Jana Nealey, Clerk to the Board 

Giles E. Byrd  

Brent Watts APPOINTEES ABSENT: (EXCUSED) 
Scott Floyd Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Deputy Clerk 

Barbara Featherson  

 

Agenda Item # 1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER: 

 

At 5:45 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Tuesday, January 17, 2023, Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order. 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-

318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE: 

 

Agenda Item # 2: CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (3) ATTORNEY-

CLIENT PRIVILEGE  

 

MOTION: 

At 5:46 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into Closed Session 

in accordance with N.C.G.S § 143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney-Client privilege, seconded by Commissioner Floyd.  

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION and enter into REGULAR SESSION 

 

MOTION: 

At 6:05P.M., Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to recess Closed Session, seconded by 

Commissioner Featherson.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

READING and APPROVAL of CLOSED SESSION GENERAL ACCOUNT: 
 

Board Attorney Worley gave a general account of the closed session stating that two matters of potential 

litigation were discussed.  

 

MOTION: 

At 6:07P.M, Commissioner Byrd made a motion to accept the General Account, and seconded by 

Commissioner Watts. The motion unanimously passed.  

 

Regular Session begins at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Agenda Items # 3 and #4:  INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

 The invocation was delivered by Commissioner Barbara Featherson.  Everyone in attendance stood and pledged 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Watts’ 12-year-old son, 

Briggs Watts.  
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Agenda Item # 5: APPROVAL of the BOARD MINUTES: 

 

A) December 5, 2022 

B) December 12, 2022 Emergency Meeting 

C) December 13, 2022 Special Called Meeting 

D) January 3, 2023 

E) January 5, 2023 Emergency Meeting 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Featherson made a motion to approve the Board Minutes, seconded by Commissioner 

Floyd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 6: APPROVAL of the AGENDA: 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 7:  PUBLIC INPUT 

 There was no public input 

 

Agenda Item # 8: EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT  

County Manager Eddie Madden recognized MIS employee Nesby Berkley.  

 

 
 

Agenda Item # 9: SOUTHEASTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE COO INTRODUCTION  

 

Dr. Chris English introduced Southeastern Community College’s new Chief Operating Officer, Ibreta 

Jackson.  Mrs. Ibreta Jackson spoke very briefly about being honored to be a part of the college.  

                        

 

   1 
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Agenda Item # 10: ATTORNEY’S OFFICE APPROVAL for a RESOLUTION of OPIOID 

SETTLEMENT FUNDS  

 

Board Attorney Boyd Worley clarified that there was a previous approval of a resolution of Opioid 

Settlement Funds and since then there have been some upgrades and changes as directed by the Attorney 

General’s Office. 

 

MOTION:  

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the updated Resolution of the Opioid Settlement Funds, 

seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously passed.  
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Agenda Item # 11: EMERGENCY SERVICES – EMS FUNDING DISBURSAL:  

 

   Assistant County Manager Roy “Nick” West explained the request for approval to disburse the (9) board 

approved $25,000 allocations to the EMS squads. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the EMS funding disbursal, seconded by Vice Chairman 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

   

Agenda Item # 12: REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

REVITALIZATION GRANT 

Assistant County Manager Gail Edwards requested approval of a Public Hearing for the Neighborhood 

Revitalization Grant.  

MOTION: 
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Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the Public Hearing, seconded by Commissioner Smith. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item # 13: APPROVAL TO ACCEPT TWO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANTS  

Economic Development Director Gary Lanier is requesting the approval of two Economic Development 

Grants, Capital Project Ordinances, Budget Amendments, and approval to enter into an agreement with Alliance 

Engineering for engineering services. 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the two Economic Development Grants, seconded by 

Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item # 14: DSS MONTHLY UPDATE  

Social Services Director Algernon McKenzie presented the monthly Social Services update. Commissioner 

Featherson asked about the number of Foster Children who have been re-homed   outside of Columbus County. 

Director McKenzie explained that DSS prefers children to be re-homed with family members and some of them 

live outside of the county or if they do not have homes available within the county, then they will outsource.  
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Agenda Item # 15: APPROVAL and PRESENTATION of the MONTHLY FINANCE UPDATE  

 Finance Director Lacie Jacobs presented and explained the monthly finance update for November 2022.  

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Monthly Finance Update for November 2022, 

seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item # 16: FINANCE - APPROVAL for BUDGET AMMENDMENTS                          

Finance Director Lacie Jacobs requested approval of the following Budget Amendments: 

A) Adjustments for the ROAP (Rural Operating Assistance Program) 

B) SCC -To add fund balance appropriated from prior year capital outlay budget  

C) To Administration for Professional Services.  

MOTION: 

Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve the budget amendments, seconded by Commissioner 

Featherson. The motion unanimously passed.  
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Agenda Item # 17: APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS  

 
Zone I:  Barbara Featherson  Zone V:  Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith   Zone VI:  Ricky Bullard 

Zone III:  Giles E. Byrd   Zone VII: Scott Floyd 

Zone IV:  Lavern Coleman 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE/EB PERSON(S) EXP. 

DATE 

BOARD 

ACTION 

Board of Health I Frankye Boone Newkirk 

Term expired 

12/2022 Mrs. Newkirk re-appointed 

by Commissioner Featherson 

Board of Health V Dr. Christy Purdue 

Term expired 

12/2022 Dr. Purdue re-appointed by 

Commissioner Watts 

Board of Health VI Shane Cartrette 

Term expired 

12/2022 Mr. Cartrette re-appointed by 

Chairman Bullard 
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Board of Health VII Patty Hobbs 

Term expired 

12/2022 Mrs. Hobbs re-appointed by 

Commissioner Floyd 

Tourism Board I Cynthia Ellis 

Term expired 

12/2022 Cynthia Ellis re-appointed by 

Commissioner Featherson 

Tourism Board VII Anthony Long 

Term Expired 

12/2022 Anthony Long re-appointed by 

Commissioner Floyd 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING 

 

MOTION: 

At 6:57 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to recess regular session and enter in to Columbus 

County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV, and V combined meeting, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 

The motion unanimously passed.  

 

Agenda Item # 18: APPROVAL of the COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, 

III, IV and V COMBINED MEETING MINUTES 

 

 Approval of the following meeting minutes: 

A) December 5, 2022 (5 sets) 

B) January 3, 2023     (5 sets) 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV, and V 

combined meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously passed.  

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS 

I, II, III, IV AND V BOARD MEETING 

 

MOTION: 

At 7:01 P.M., Commissioner Watts made a motion to adjourn the County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, 

III, IV, and V combined meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion unanimously 

passed.  

 

Agenda Item # 19: COMMENTS 

 

A) Board of Commissioners 

 

Commissioner Brent Watts commented on the following: 

 I would like to re-visit the issue of Vape shops selling to under-age citizens. I feel like 

this has become an issue and what potential action can we take as local government in 

order to combat the growing number of children who have access to these products.  

 I am aware that the state has started to take note of this issue but I would like to bring it 

to the light and find out what we can do at a county level to help spread awareness of 

drugs that look like candy but, could potentially be dangerous.  

 

      Vice Chairman Laverne Coleman commented on the following: 

 Some have voiced concern about the Sheriff’s Department in Acme Delco potentially 

closing, however; that is a rumor and is not in the “works”.  

 The Sheriff and the Chief Deputy have informed me that area is growing and will remain 

open for the foreseeable future.  

 Everyone that I have spoken to recently have seemed positive and on the same page with 

the growth of the county. County staff, staff within the water districts and Southeastern 

Community College are all working together to move forward with the plans we have to 

grow our community 

 

       Commissioner Featherson commented on the following: 

 I can feel a calm over the county and with the events and yesterday, the recognition of the 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday, and I could tell our community was 
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coming together. Our Sheriff, Sheriff Rogers attended the walk this weekend in 

Whiteville. Chadbourn First Baptist Church had a walk as well. 

 I can tell that our community is going in a positive direction and I look forward to 

continued development as well.  

 County Website needs to be updated 

     

 Commissioner Smith commented on the following: 

 We need to change the sign at the Dempsey B. Herring Courthouse Annex.  

 

 

Chairman Bullard commented on the following: 

 I would like to welcome Ibreta Jackson to Southeastern Community College. 

Southeastern is an excellent college, with excellent staff. I am a product of it as well as 

my children. It has helped many people and I support it 100%.  

B) County Manager 

 

County Manager Edwin Madden commented on the following: 

 I would like to recognize Jana Nealey as the new Clerk to the board. She has been 

announced but tonight is her first official meeting. We are happy to have her.  

 The work to the historic courthouse could begin in a matter of weeks now. The tentative 

notice to proceed is February 6th, 2023. We have received all of the bond information 

from the contractor and work is on the forefront.  

 With the help of the recreation staff and the facilities maintenance staff, we have 

relocated the Recreation Office. It is now in a wing of the Health Department, the 

address for that is 306 Jefferson St. Whiteville NC, 28472. We have completed 

renovations for the recreation staff, who, along with Ms. Julie Strickland, are 99% 

moved and unpacked. Please stop by and see them if you get a chance, I am sure they 

would like that.   

 We do intend to surplus the mobile space of the old recreation building, and that will 

likely come to the board in the next few meetings in February. Stuart Carrol is soliciting 

proposals on that.  

 Dr. Lanier can attest that we have had good discussions about the architect on the lab 

building and the lab advisory committee as well. They should have a proposal for that 

maybe as soon as February with information that will be beneficial for your knowledge. 

The final design, the bidding and the construction of it will provide for opportunities new 

entrepreneurs in the county.   

 

Agenda Item # 20: ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Bullard stated that he is proud to be a part of this Board and thanks them all for what they do. 

He stated that he thinks that we have a good group and is thankful for them.  

 

MOTION: 

At 7:09 P.M. Commissioner Watts made a motion to adjourn, and it was seconded by Commissioner 

Featherson. The motion passed unanimously. 

  

 

 

JANA NEALEY, Clerk to the Board                                RICKY BULLARD, Chairman  


