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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday, January 3, 2023 

6:00 P.M. – Closed Session 

6:30 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Columbus 

County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose 

of conducting a Regular Session.  

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   APPOINTEES PRESENT: 

Ricky Bullard, Chairman    Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Lavern Coleman, Vice-Chairman   Boyd Worley, Board Attorney  

Chris Smith      Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Deputy    

Giles E. Byrd      Clerk to Board 

Barbara Featherson 

Scott Floyd      COMMISSIONER ABSENT (EXCUSED):   

       Brent Watts 

       

  

 

Agenda Item #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER:  

 

At 6:00 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Tuesday, January 3, 2022 Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order. 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-

318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE: 

 

 At 6:01 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into Closed Session 

in accordance with N.C.G.S § 143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney-Client privilege, seconded by Commissioner Floyd.  

The Motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #2: CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.C.G.S §143-318.11(A)(3) 

ATTONEY –CLIENT PRIVILEGE AND N.C.G.S § 143-318.11 (A) (6) PERSONNEL 

 

No official action was taken. 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION and enter into REGULAR SESSION 

 

 At 6:30 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to recess Closed Session, seconded by Commissioner 

Byrd.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Items # 3 and #4:  INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

 The invocation was delivered by Vice Chairman Lavern Coleman.  Everyone in attendance stood and 

pledged Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Featherson. 

 

Agenda Item# 5: BOARD MINUTES APPROVAL: 

 

A. November 21, 2022 – Regular Session 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Featherson made a motion to approve the Board Minutes, seconded by Commissioner 

Floyd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #6: APPROVAL OF AGENDA and AGENDA ADD-ON 6A:  
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 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Agenda and add on of 6A, seconded by Vice Chairman 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #6A:   APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENT TO CLERK TO THE BOARD JANA NEALEY: 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve Clerk to the Board Jana Nealey, seconded by 

Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 Mr. Madden stated that we are delighted to have Jana. 

 She went through a very rigors application process 

 She was unanimously recommended to this Board this evening in close session as the next Clerk to the 

Board for Columbus County. 

 She is joined this evening by some individuals from her current employer and that is to be commended. 

 The Warren is here, Mr. Jamie Bullard 

 Ms. Strickland she is headed of Human Resources; 

 She will start January 9, 2023 and will be present at the next board meeting. 

 

Agenda Item #7:  PUBLIC INPUT 

 

 Ms. Cecelia Pierce with Trillium made a check presentation to the board in the amount of $152,865.  This 

check will cover the purchase of 250 medication lock boxes and will also cover the medication assisted treatment 

Vivitrol for those that are seeking long term treatment at the healing place.  

  

Agenda Item #8:  PROCLAMTION of APPRECIATION: 

 

 Chris Wilcox was presented with Certificate of Appreciation by Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners, County Manager Eddie Madden, Staff Attorney Boyd Worley, and Staff Attorney Amanda 

Prince. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #9:  EMPLOYEE of the YEAR:  

 

 County Manager Eddie Madden recognized the Employee of the Year along with the other nominees. 

 

 The Employee of the Year is Nakoma Simmons with Cooperative Extension.  She has been an employee for 25 

years.  She has a positive attitude and is loyal and goes above and beyond to help in her department.  Additional 

employees that was nominated was Karen Ward, with Human Resources; she has been an employee for 17 years.  

Darlene Jenkins Parks has been employed with Social Services for 15 years.  
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Agenda Item #10:  RETIREMENT PLAQUE of APPRECIATION: 

 

 Doris Simmons retired with 20 years’ service as 911 dispatcher and supervisor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #11: ADMINISTRATION APPROVAL of NEEDS LIST By COUNTY MANGER EDDIE 

MADDEN to LOCAL LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 
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MOTION: 

 

 Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve the needs list, seconded by Chairman Byrd. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #12: TRANSPORATION UPDATE on TRANSPORTATION FUNDING:  

 

 Transportation Director Joy Jacobs will provide an update on Transportation funding for the current fiscal 

year.  Chairman Bullard advised this is a non-action item.  
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Agenda Item #13:  TRANSPORATATION DIRECTOR JOY JACOBS is REQUESTING APPROVAL 

of RURAL OPERATING ASSITANCE PROGRAM (ROAP) ADDITIONAL FUNDING:  
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MOTION: 

  

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the ROAP additional funding, seconded by Commissioner 

Smith.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #14:  FINANCE- APPROVAL of TRILLIUM OPIOID REMDIATION GRANT 

ORDINANCE: FINANCE DIRECTOR LACIE JACOBS is REQUESTING APPROVAL of the GRANT 

ORDINANCE: 

 

 (Lacie Jacobs will be available to answer any questions Commissioners may have.) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION:  
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  Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Trillium Grant Project Ordinance, Second by 

Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #15:  FINANCE- APPROVAL of BUDGET AMENDMENTS: FINANCE DIRECTOR 

LACIE JACOBS is REQUESTING APPROVAL of the FOLLOWING: 
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MOTION:   
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  Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Budget Amendments as presented, seconded 

by Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #16:  JCPC APPROVAL of MEMBERSHIP CHANGES – JCPC CHAIRMAN TERRY 

MANN is REQUESTING CHANGES to the COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP.    

 

  Chairman Terry Mann expressed his concerns over the inability to get members to show up for the JCPC 

meetings.  He is asking the Commissioners help in finding people who will serve on the board and also remove 

members who are not attending the meetings and have missed three consecutive unexcused absents.  

 

Requested Members to be Removed:           Requested add-on:  

 Whiteville Police Chief Doug Ipock                        Judge Sarah McPherson (Replaced) Judge Hankins 

 Sheriff Jody Green, or his designee 

 Steve Nobles 

 Tabitha Etheridge 

 Randy Ellis –  Commissioner Byrd’s Appointee 

 Judge Pauline Hankins 

 Chris Hanks –  Commissioner McDowell’s Appointee 

 

MOTION:     

 

  Commissioner Byrd made motion to remove the requested members and add on Judge McPherson 

in Judge Hankins place as requested by Chairman Terry Mann, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed.  

 

Agenda Item #17: APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS: STAFF is 

REQUESTING APPOINTMENTS, REAPPINTMENTS or REPLACEMENTS to the FOLLOWING 

BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS.  

 

 Legend: EB   =Entire Board 

Listed Zone #   =Individual Commissioner 

 

Zone I: Barbara Featherson   Zone V: Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith    Zone VI: Ricky Bullard 

Zone III: Giles E. Byrd    Zone VII: Scott Floyd 

Zone IV: Lavern Coleman 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE/EB PERSON(S) EXP. DATE 

Board of Health  EB Charles McDowell Term  

Columbus Regional 

Healthcare Board 

EB Commissioner 

Appointment  

Term 

Cape Fear Council of  

Governments  

EB Current – Brent Watts 

Alternate – Lavern 

Coleman 

12/2/22 

Parks and Recreation  District 1 Clarence Williams  12/2/22 

Parks and Recreation  District VI Worley Edwards  12/2/22 

Parks and Recreation  District VII Necole Babson 12/2/22 

Partnership for Children  EB Jerome McMillian  12/2/22 

  

MOTION:  Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to appoint Commissioner Scott Floyd to serve on 

the Board of Health, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 MOTION:  Vice Chairman Commissioner Coleman made a motion for Chris Smith to serve on Columbus 

Regional Healthcare Board, seconded by Commission Smith. The motion unanimously passed.   

 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Byrd made a motion for Commissioner Watts to serve on the Cape Fear 

Council of Governments and Commissioner Coleman to serve as the Alternate for this board, seconded by 

Commissioner Floyd.  The motion unanimously passed.  
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Commissioner Featherson re-appointed Clarence Williams to the Parks and Recreation Committee.   

 

Chairman Bullard re-appointed Worley Edwards to the Parks and Recreation Committee.   

 

Commissioner Floyd re-appointed Necole Babson to the Parks and Recreation Committee.    

  

 MOTION:  Commissioner Byrd made a motion for Commissioner Featherson to serve on the Partnership 

for Children Committee, seconded by Vice-Chairman Coleman. The motion unanimously passed.   

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V. Approval of the November 21 2022 meeting minutes.  

 

 MOTION: Motion by Vice Chairman Coleman and second by Commissioner Smith to recess 

regular session and enter into Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V.  

 

Agenda Item #18: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT I, II, III, IV and V – APPROVAL of the 

NOVEMBER 21, 2022 MINTUES:  

 

MOTION:  Vice-Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve the November 21, 2022 minutes as 

presented, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING OF Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV 

AND V BOARD MEETING. 

 

Agenda Item #19: COMMENTS: 

 

A.  Board of Commissioners 

 

1.  Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

  Well I am glad we all made it back to start the new year and look forward to 2023 and hope 

things we have been working on will come to light and the main thing that this board will move 

forward and represent everyone in Columbus County.   

Vice Chairman Coleman stated the following: 

 I hopes we to put of things from the past year behind us and I am hoping we can all pull 

together and I appreciate all you do for the county. 

Commissioner Featherson stated the following: 

Happy New Year to everyone and as Commissioner Byrd stated, we need to keep our eyes 

on the county and not a particular group, but we must promote our county in a positive light and 

she stated she is delighted to be on the board and appreciates the support she has received from the 

board and administration. Tye Moss and another young man who are in college represented 

Columbus County positively in the college bowl games.   

Commissioner Floyd stated the following:  

I am excited about being on the board and wish everyone a Happy New Year. 

Commissioner Smith stated the following:  

I would like to say Happy New Year also. I went to the Department of Aging Christmas 

Party and just wanted to say what a good group of people are there.  He also stated Bladenboro 

Hwy to old Lumberton Road has no shoulder on the road and this need to be addressed. Mr. 

Madden stated that he would send a letter to DOT regarding this.  

Commissioner Bullard stated the following:  

Happy New Year to everyone and I look forward to working with everyone. I also take this 

position very seriously.  I would like to share a message that was given to me when I was sworn 

in and would like to share this prayer with the board; Psalm 106:3 Blessed are those who act justly 

and do right.   

 

 

B. County Manager Mr. Eddie Madden stated the following 

I would like to extend Happy New Year to the board and we have been through a very cold few 

weeks and it is times like this when our employees are asked to rise to the occasion we had to call on 

our public utilities department, they worked most Christmas Eve and Christmas day restoring service 

throughout the county from frozen pipes and other causes. In addition, our Emergency Services 
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Department opened a cold weather station here on the property for anyone who needed to seek shelter. 

Several employees from the county were also here, Health Department, Social Services, and others on 

their Christmas Eve to make sure that we had facilities available for those in need. A couple of 

reminders we have the Martin Luther King Jr Parade on January 14th please mark your calendar for 

that. Also our board will not meet on January 16th because of that holiday instead the next day January 

17th, which is a Tuesday.  

 

Agenda Item #20: ADJOURNMENT:  

 

  Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed.  

 

 At 7:23 P.M. Commissioner McMillian made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner McDowell.  

The motion unanimously passed.    

 

 

__________________________________________  ___________________________________ 

NATALIE CARROLL, Special Projects Coordinator  RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 


