
480 

 

  

COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, November 6, 2023 

5:45 P.M. – Closed Session 

6:30 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Columbus 

County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose 

of conducting a Regular Session.  

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager 

Lavern Coleman, Vice Chairman Jana Nealey, Clerk to the Board 

Giles E. Byrd  

Scott Floyd APPOINTEES ABSENT: 
Barbara Featherson Amanda B. Prince, Attorney 

Brent Watts   

Chris Smith   

 

Agenda Item #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER:  

At 5:15 P.M. Chairman Ricky Bullard called the regular session meeting to order.  

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 

143-318.11(A) (3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE, N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (4) ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT, and N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (6) PERSONNEL 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to recess regular session and enter into closed session, seconded by 

Commissioner Watts. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #2: CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (3) 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE, N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (4) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, and 

N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (6) PERSONNEL 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION and enter into REGULAR SESSION 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to recess closed session and enter into regular session, seconded by 

Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

GENERAL ACCOUNT:  

 

Attorney Amanda Prince gave the general account as follows: 

 

 The board discussed (2) matters of Attorney-Client Privilege, and (1) matter regarding Personnel. 

 

MOTION: 

  

 

Chairman Bullard recessed regular session until 6:30 P.M. 

 

Regular Session resumes at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Agenda Items # 3 and #4:  INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

The invocation was delivered by Vice Chairman Coleman.  Everyone in attendance stood and pledged 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Watts.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

At 6:35 P.M., Chairman Bullard opened the floor for the following public hearings: 

 

 
6:30 PM or as soon as can be heard – Public Hearing regarding the 2023 CDBG 

Neighborhood Revitalization Program Grant Application. (Joshua Outlaw from The Adams 

Company will present the Application Information.) 
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Joshua Outlaw from The Adams Company discussed the following in regard to the 2023 CDBG Neighborhood 

Revitalization Program Grant Application: 

 

 Second of 2 public hearings to notify of intent to apply for a Community Development Block Grant-Neighborhood 

Revitalization project 

 Applications due in Raleigh on November 15 

 Applying for the maximum amount $950,000 

 Started with county’s Unmet Needs List which includes applicants who were not included in previous projects as 

well as a running list of people who call in asking for assistance.  

 Contacted or visited over 20 homeowner trying to find eligible applicants. 

 Submitted to Housing Advisory Committee for concurrence and all respondents agreed. 

 Activities to include 

o Reconstruction of 5 homes (demolish and rebuild new) 

 5264 Andrew Jackson Hwy, Chadbourn 

 526 JM Bordeaux Ln, Delco 

 1466 Mill Pond Rd, Whiteville 

 2807 Blackwell Rd, Cerro Gordo 

 563 Woodyard Rd, Riegelwood 

o 2 Alternates in case someone isn’t eligible 

 Alternate #1—901 Cherry Town Rd, Hallsboro 

 Alternate #2—1608 Old Boardman Rd, Evergreen 

Following this public hearing, Board will vote on a resolution to apply allowing the Chairman to sign application documents 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

Agenda Item# 5: APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #6: PUBLIC INPUT:  

 
 

 

Citizen John Woods commented on communication issues regarding the Greyhound Bus access in 

Columbus County and suggested getting a sign. Also, he commented on the hardware at the new inclusive 

playground  
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Danielle Darkangelo commented on the below flyer: 

 

 
 

 

Agenda Item #7:  APPROVAL of BOARD MINUTES: 

a. October 16, 2023 

b. October 18, 2023 (Emergency Called) 

 

MOTION: Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

Agenda Item #8:  PROCLAMATION – The CONCERNED CITIZENS of LAKE WACCAMAW: 

Hattie Campbell, Committee Member, requested Board approval and adoption of the Proclamation of 

Appreciation to the Concerned Citizens of the Lake Waccamaw Area 23rd Annual St. James Waccamaw Siouan 

Festival. To be presented at the festival by Commissioner Byrd.  

 

MOTION: 
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 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

PROCLAMATION of APPRECIATION to the CONCERNED CITIZENS of the 
LAKE WACCAMAW AREA 

 23rd ANNUAL ST. JAMES WACCAMAW SIOUAN FESTIVAL 
 
BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT WHEREAS, the Annual St. James Waccamaw Siouan  
Festival of Columbus County has made life-long strides to improve the quality of life in their 
community and county; and 
 
WHEREAS, members of the St. James Waccamaw Siouan Festival have served 
on numerous boards, agencies, committees in their church, government and community functions; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Committee is recognized County and State-wide for leadership in positive 
endeavors for the general welfare of all people; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Committee has given unselfishly of their time and energies to help those 
in need or those with unfortunate situations in a most untiring and caring way. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County, North 
Carolina, that they do hereby recognize the true loyal and faithful service to their community and 
county and congratulate them on this special occasion. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously on this the 6th day of November 2023. 
 

Columbus County Commissioners 
 

Agenda Item #9:  ADMINISTRATION – EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT and RETIREMENT PLAQUE: 

County Manager Eddie Madden recognized the following: 

a. Employee Spotlight - Gary Dean Ward from Parks and Recreation 

b. Retiree -  Mary Katherine Spaulding for over 20 years of service with the Department of Aging.  

 

Agenda Item #10: PRESENTATION – NEIL EMORY from NC ASSOCIATION of COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS: 

           Neil Emory from the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners presented an update 

regarding the finance audit and explained what they have and will continue to offer as assistance to the board.   

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Floyd made a motion to accept the audit update, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman.  

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #11:  ADMINISTRAITON – APPROVAL of the 2023 CDBG NEIGHBORHOOD 

REVITALIZATION PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION:  

 

Joshua Outlaw from the Adams Company is requested approval of the 2023 CDBG Neighborhood 

Revitalization Grant Application. 

. 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #12:  HUMAN RESOURCES – APPROVAL to RENEW GROUP MEDICARE 

ADVANTAGE PLAN:  

County Manager Eddie Madden requested to extend the Group Medicare Advantage Plan from January 

1, 2024 to December 31, 2024. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Watts.   The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 



485 

 

  
 

 

Agenda Item #13: SOIL and WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT – APPROVAL of the 

RESOLUTION for the DESIGNEES of the BRIC 2022 GRANT CYCLE:  
Soil and Water Conservation District Director Morgan Hayes requested approval of the resolution 

designating Morgan Hayes as the primary agent and Lacie Jacobs as the secondary for the BRIC 2022 Grant. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 
 

 

Agenda Item #14:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – APPROVAL to ESTABLISH a PUBLIC 

HEARING regarding ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVE GRANT for PROJECT ACCESS:  
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Dylan Bowen requested approval to establish a public hearing on November 20th, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. or 

as soon as can be heard regarding an Economic Development Incentive Grant for Project Access which will 

help up-fit a building and retain jobs in Columbus County, also, this incentive grant is counted as a required 

local match. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 
 

 

 

  

Agenda Item #15: OPIOID SETTLEMENT – APPROVAL of the amended CROSSWALK of 

DOCUMENTS ensuring COMPLIANCE with the OPIOID SETTLEMENT MEMORANDUM of 

AGREEMENT (MOA):  
Syd Wiford requested approval of North Carolina Department of Justice’s (NC DOJ) formal request for 

amendments to Columbus County's Opioid Settlement Crosswalk of Documents to guarantee full compliance 

with all necessary requirements.    

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

*THE FULL CROSSWALK OF DOCUMENTS IS HOUSED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE** 

 

 

Agenda Item #16: OPIOID SETTLEMENT – APPROVAL of the PROPOSALS using OPIOID 

SETTLEMENT FUNDS:  

Syd Wiford requested approval of the proposals for the Opioid & Substance Abuse Marketing Campaign 

for $12,000 and the Prescription Opioids and Chronic Pain Lecture Series estimated at $30,000 to be funded with 

Opioid Settlement Funds. 

 

 MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #17: ATTORNEY’S OFFICE – APPROVAL of the RESOLUTION regarding the UPSET 

BID for CERRO GORDO PROPERTY:   
County Manager Eddie Madden requested approval of the resolution regarding the upset bid for the 

Cerro Gordo property. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Floyd made a motion to reject, seconded by Commissioner Featherson.  The motion 

unanimously passed. 

Resolution Authorizing Sale of 36 Railroad St., Cerro Gordo 
 

WHEREAS, the County of Columbus owns property listed on Schedule A, attached and incorporated herein; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property is currently surplus property for the County; and 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute § 160A-269 permits the County to sell property by upset bid, after receipt of 

an offer for the property described above, in the amount of $ 13,500.00, submitted by BFMH Enterprises, LLC; and 
 
WHEREAS, BFMH Enterprises, LLC, have paid above the required five percent (5%) deposit on his offer; 
 
THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF COLUMBUS RESOLVES THAT: 
 
1.  The Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the sale of the property described above through the upset bid 

procedure of North Carolina General Statute § 160A-269. 
 

2. The Clerk shall cause a notice of the proposed sale to be published.  The notice shall describe the property and the 
amount of the offer, and shall state the terms under which the offer may be upset. 
 

3. Any person may submit an upset bid to the office of the Clerk within 20 days after the notice of sale is published.  
Once a qualifying higher bid has been received, that bid will become the new offer. 
 

4. If a qualifying higher bid is received, the Clerk shall cause a new notice of upset bid to be published, and shall 
continue to do so until a 10-day period has passed without any qualifying upset bid having been received.  At that 
time, the amount of the final high bid shall be reported to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

5. A qualifying higher bid is one that raised the existing offer by not less than ten percent (10%) of the first $1,000.00 
of that offer and five percent (5%) of the remainder of that offer. 
 

6. A qualifying higher bid must also be accompanied by a deposit in the amount of five percent (5%) of the bid; the 
deposit may be made in cash, cashier’s check, or certified check.  The county will return the deposit on any bid not 
accepted, and will return the deposit on an offer subject to upset if a qualifying higher bid is received.  The county 
will return the deposit of the final high bidder at closing.   
 

7. The terms of the final sale are as follows: 



488 

 
-the Board of Commissioners must approve the final high offer before the sale is closed, which it will do within 30 
days after the final upset bid period has passed, and 
- that the property is sold in its current condition, as is; and 
-that the buyer must pay with cash at the time of the closing. 

 
8. The County reserves the right to withdraw the property from sale at any time before the final high bid is accepted 

and the right to reject at any time all bids. 
 

9.  If no qualifying upset bid is received after the initial public notice, the offer set forth above is hereby accepted.  
The County Manager is authorized to execute the instruments necessary to convey the property to BFMH 
Enterprises, LLC. 

  
Adopted this the 6th day of November, 2023.  
 
  COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

Agenda Item #18:  FINANCE – APPROVAL of the MONTHLY REPORT for SEPTEMBER 2023 and 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS:  

Finance Director Lacie Jacobs is requesting approval of the monthly report for September 2023 and the 

following budget amendments: 

1. Finance - SCC Apprenticeship Program 

2. Facilities - Mosquito Control 

3. EMS - Motorola 

4. Attorney - Professional Services 

5. Health - COVID account correction 

6. HR - Employee Appreciation 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #19:  EMERGENCY SERVICES – APPROVAL of the MOA with the COLUMBUS 

COUNTY and WHITEVILLE CITY SCHOOLS BOARD of EDUCATION for SHELTER SERVICES:  

Emergency Services Director David Ransom requested approval of the MOA’s between Columbus 

County and the Board of Education for Whiteville City and Columbus County Schools regarding emergency 

shelters. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

  
 



492 
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Agenda Item #20:  EMERGENCY SERVICES – APPROVAL to PURCHASE (5) DISTRIBUTABLE 

EMERGENCY NETWORK (DEN) SYSTEMS and ADDITIONAL RADIOS to IMPROVE 

EMERGENCY SHELTER COMMUNICATIONS:  

Emergency Services Director David Ransom requested approval to purchase (5) Distributable Emergency 

Network (DEN) systems for $42,788.50 and additional radios from Motorola in the amount of $27,873.75 both 

paid from grant funds. This helps improve communications in the emergency shelters by providing use of a 

supplemental network.  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #21:  EMERGENCY SERVICES – APPROVAL of the PURCHASE AGREEMENT with 

FIRSTWATCH which is a DATA MONITORING SYSTEM for FIRST RESPONDERS:  

Columbus County Emergency Services Director David Ransom requested approval of the software 

agreement with FirstWatch to collect, report, and track emergency response data for Fire, EMS, and Law 

enforcement incidents. Half of the expense will be funded with Opioid Settlement Funds and the remainder was 

previously budgeted for Emergency Services. 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

**THE FULL FIRSTWATCH PURCHASE AGREEMENT IS HOUSED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE** 

 

Agenda Item #22:  EMERGENCY SERVICES – APPROVAL of a SECOND QRV for the EASTERN 

PART of the COUNTY:  

Emergency Services Director David Ransom requested approval of a second QRV to provide necessary 

coverage for the eastern part of the county. The funds for the QRV have been appropriated. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve with Tabor City EMS, seconded by Vice Chairman 

Coleman.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #23: APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS: STAFF is 

REQUESTING APPOINTMENTS, REAPPINTMENTS or REPLACEMENTS to the FOLLOWING 

BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS.  

 

 Legend: EB   =Entire Board 

Listed Zone #   =Individual Commissioner 

 

Zone I: Barbara Featherson   Zone V: Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith    Zone VI: Ricky Bullard 

Zone III: Giles E. Byrd    Zone VII: Scott Floyd 

Zone IV: Lavern Coleman 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE 

EB 

PERSON(S) EXP. 

DATE 

BOARD  

ACTION 

** IT IS RECCOMENDED THAT THE DUPLICATE APPOINTEES BE RE-APPOINTED TO THE 

BLANK DISTRICTS** 
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Beaver Bounty Board I Franklin Blanton   

Beaver Bounty Board II   DAN JONES 

Appointed 

Beaver Bounty Board III Jerry Freeman   

Beaver Bounty Board IV John Deans   

Beaver Bounty Board V 

V 

Charles Milligan  

Charles Hinson 

  

Beaver Bounty Board VI 

VI 

Dan Jones  

James Worley Jr. 

  

Beaver Bounty Board VII   CHARLES HINSON 

APPOINTMENT 

  

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V.  

MOTION:  

 

At 7:20 P.M. a Motion was made by Commissioner Watts and second by Commissioner Floyd to recess regular 

session and enter into Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V.  

 

Agenda Item #24: APPROVAL of WATER and SEWER COMBINATION MINUTES: 

 October 16, 2023 (5 sets)  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

Agenda Item #25: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT II – APPROVAL of RESOLUTION of PLANNING 

GRANT FUNDS from NC DEQ-DWI: 

  Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles requested approval of the resolution regarding Planning Grant 

Funds in the amount of $400,000 from NC DEQ-DWI. 

 

MOTION: 

  Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER DISTRICT II 

NORTH CAROLINA DEQ-DWI 

PLANNING GRANT 

RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF RECIPIENT 
 

WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funded from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund was established 

in S.L. 2021-180 to assist eligible units of local government with meeting their drinking water 

and/or wastewater needs, and 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered Pre-Construction Planning 

Grant ARPA funding in the amount of $400,000 to perform the work detailed in the submitted 

application, and  

WHEREAS, the County of Columbus intends to perform said project in accordance with the agreed scope of 

work, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY of COLUMBUS: 

 

 That County of Columbus does hereby accept the American Rescue Plan Grant offer of $400,000; 

and 

  

 That the County of Columbus does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina Department of 

Environmental Quality that any Conditions or Assurances contained in the Funding Offer and 

Acceptance will be adhered to; has substantially complied, or will substantially comply, with all 

federal State of North Carolina, and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to 

the project; and to federal and State grants and loans pertaining thereto; and 
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 That Edwin H. Madden Jr., County Manager, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and 

directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection 

with this project; to make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other 

documents as may be required by the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality, 

Division of Water Infrastructure.   

 

 

Adopted this the 6th of November, 2023, at Whiteville, Columbus County, North Carolina. 

 

 

 

 
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS                 ATTESTED BY: 
 

 

_______________________   _________ _____________________  ________ 

Ricky Bullard, Chairman            Date                     Jana Nealey, Clerk to Board        Date 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #26: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT V – APPROVAL to ADVERTISE the 

RECCOMENDED SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT FEES and to ESTABLISH a PUBLIC HEARING: 

  Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles requested approval to advertise the system development fees and 

call for a public hearing January 2nd, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. or as soon as can be heard. 

 

MOTION: 

  Commissioner Featherson made a motion to establish the system development fees so they can be 

advertised for 45 days approve to establish a public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

**A COPY OF THE FULL ANALYSIS FOR THE SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT FEES IS HOUSED IN 

THE CLERK’S OFFICE** 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS 

I, II, III, IV AND V BOARD MEETING. 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #27: COMMENTS: 

 

A.  Board of Commissioners 

 

Commissioner Watts commented: 

 Thank everyone for their work at the Yam Festival it was successful event. Veterans Day is coming up so 

honor our Veterans it is very near and dear to my heart.  

 

Commissioner Byrd commented: 

I mentioned this to Dr. English the other day, but I feel like this county would benefit from having a John 

Deere maintenance program like the one in Wake County. I think it will help people here if they did not have to 

go all the way to Wake County to take this course. Many of them will pay the tuition if the student agrees to work 

with them after. There is quite a bit of farmers, children and grandchildren that would take this course around 

here. Also, who picks up the debris from where the folks who have purchased Chadbourn Middle have cleaned 

up around there? 

** Eddie Madden replied that the Municipalities are responsible.  

 

Vice Chairman Coleman commented: 

Remember the Veterans Parade and the Boston Butt Sale, please participate. Also, there is a new chipping 

operation that will come to the Acme Delco area, the citizens mentioned that they will probably need a new 
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turning lane and a wider area for logging trucks to turn around. Please ask DOT their recommendation. Thank 

you to the County Staff.  

 

Commissioner Featherson commented: 

 Congratulations to the West Columbus Football Team and Coach Lamont Williams for winning the 

Waccamaw Conference Championship. They will start the State Playoffs this Friday night, November 10th at 

West Columbus. This is the first time since 1979 that West has been the conference champions. Please support 

them. I will not be at the Veterans parade but thank you all for your service. There is quite a bit of traffic on 410 

during the holidays and I want to know if we can get a push button for the intersection at Brown St. Station for 

the pedestrians to be able to cross over safely especially during the busy times of the year.  

    

B. County Manager 

 

County Manager Eddie Madden commented: 

We mentioned celebrating Veterans Day and the Parade coming up but we have had the Administration 

illuminated in green lights as part of Project Green Light which is an initiative with the North Carolina 

Association of County Commissioners. The purpose is to support our 700,000 veterans that call North 

Carolina home and to show our appreciation for the sacrifice and service. We will continue to 

illuminate the administration building at least until Veterans Day and we encourage our municipalities 

businesses in residence across a County to join in Project Green Light to show support. It has been 

mentioned we have our Veterans Day parade this coming Saturday, November 11 at 11 AM the 

Veterans Day committee will be hosting his second annual Veterans Day parade in downtown 

Whiteville. Please come out and watch the parade and once again show support for veterans and I think 

we’re approaching 100 entries or so. The majority of those are primarily made up of veterans who 

probably served in our nation for years, and last year was a great event, and it sounds like this coming 

year will be even better. On behalf of the employees at Columbus County, I want to think our veterans 

for the service and sacrifice to our nation, our state, and our county. In recognition of Veterans Day, 

our offices will be closed this Friday.  

 Shuck and Shag coming up on November 9. If you want a ticket for that please let me 

know.  

 The Veterans Parade in downtown Whiteville on the 11th  

 November is American Indian Heritage Month 

 The Inter-governmental meeting November 27 and we are hosting the dinner on the 

fourth floor of this building so we’re looking forward to that.  

 The employee appreciation luncheon December 7 from 11 to 2  

 Algernon McKenzie will be retiring later this year, his retirement date initially was 

October 20 which is just a few days away from you, but we quickly twisted his arm. He 

decided to stay with us a little bit longer through the end of December. The staff is still 

planning to have a reception for him this Friday from 230 to 4 and I know they would 

appreciate if you all would come by and express your appreciation to Mr. McKenzie.  

 

This is just a statement regarding the decision by the board this evening regarding the QRV. The 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners took a significant step to ensure the safety and well-being 

of the citizens of the Lakes District and the Nakina and Old Dock rescue district by placing quick 

response vehicle staffed with paramedics in underserved parts of the county. The citizens of those 

districts can rest easy, knowing that the county has the critical assets in place to respond quickly to 

emergencies and to support the volunteer rescue departments that are currently in service across the 

county. The partnerships that exist between the county and our fire and rescue departments are strong, 

and we are committed to providing the highest level of care to every citizen, regardless of their location 

or address. we are also looking forward to entering into new contract with each of our fire rescue 

departments so that we can provide them with the additional financial resources. They desperately need  
 

Agenda Item #29: ADJOURNMENT:  

 

MOTION: 

  At 8:00 P.M., Commissioner Watts made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Featherson 

The motion unanimously passed.   
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__________________________________________  ___________________________________ 

JANA NEALEY, Clerk to the Board  RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 


